Mercury came flying from the clouds on Olympus, and presently alighted among them. "I come/' said he, "to propose a treaty of holy alliance between the powers of Olympus and those of Fairy-Land. What says Merlin?" "It is my dearest wish," said Merlin. "Then stretch forth your hand." Merlin stretched forth his hand. Bacchus touched it with his thyrsus. A vessel simultaneously appeared in the offing, which landed Oberon and Titania, and the whole of the fairy court. Pan blew his horn, and a chorus of Fauns, Satyrs, Nymphs and Genii came dancing from the woods. Apollo and Venus came down from Olympus. The happy alliance was concluded immediately. Oberon raised on the spot a palace for King Arthur. Bacchus made a fountain of wine spring up on the hill, and gave it in charge to the butler Bedevere. Pan spread a sumptuous banquet, and the whole assembly of Gods, Nymphs, Genii, Fairies, Knights and Ladies, entered at once into the full spirit of festal harmony, feasting, singing and dancing till Iris came down to inform Apollo that the Hours were looking for him, as it was near the time of sunrise.
It was the virtue of this island that its inhabitants were exempt from age and mortality; but they did not (as a great philosopher has conjectured that persons similarly cir-rthless, andeir piety by singing and am only half acquainted with that genius and those powers, whose application I should consider myself rash and impertinent in criticising, did I not conceive that frankness and justice demand it.obhouse (Lord Broughton) who had travelled in Greece with Byron at the very time Peacock was making his modest tours in England, Scotland and Wales.
